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Title 3: LEGISLATURE

Chapter 29: LEGISLATIVE RETIREMENT

§801. MEMBERSHIP

1. Membership mandatory.  Every Legislator serving in the Legislature on or after December 3, 1986
is a member of the Legislative Retirement Program, except that any Legislator who was a member of the
Maine State Retirement System on December 2, 1986 may choose to be a member of the State Employee
and Teacher Retirement Program instead of becoming a member of the Legislative Retirement Program,
and any Legislator who is a public school teacher or an employee of the Maine Community College System
on leave of absence for the purpose of serving in the Legislature continues to be a member of the State
Employee and Teacher Retirement Program and to have contributions deducted from the member's legislative
earnable compensation as provided by Title 5, section 17701. A Legislator who terminates employment
from a position requiring membership in the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program no longer
contributes to the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program and, if qualified, is eligible to become
a benefit recipient under Title 5, section 17804. Upon such termination, the Legislator becomes a member
of the Legislative Retirement Program. Except as provided in section 802, subsection 4, paragraph A,
creditable service granted under the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program may not be transferred
to the Legislative Retirement Program. A member ceases to be a member when the member withdraws the
member's contributions, becomes a beneficiary as a result of the member's own retirement or dies.

[ 2007, c. 491, §18 (AMD) .]

1-A. Waiver provision.  Any Legislator may petition the presiding officer for a waiver from the
membership provisions of subsection 1 if it can be demonstrated that membership in the Legislative
Retirement Program will create or exacerbate a Legislator's federal income tax liability due to the ownership
of another retirement plan. The Office of the Executive Director of the Legislative Council shall provide
assistance as requested by the Legislator or presiding officer. The presiding officer shall respond to the
Legislator's petition within 30 days and shall provide copies of the decision to the Executive Director of the
Legislative Council and the Executive Director of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System. A granted
waiver of membership constitutes a one-time irrevocable election with respect to all subsequent employment
with the same employer when membership in the Legislative Retirement Program is not mandatory.

[ 2009, c. 474, §4 (AMD) .]

2. Reports from Executive Director of the Legislative Council.  The Executive Director of the
Legislative Council shall submit to the board of trustees a statement showing the name, title, compensation,
sex, date of birth and length of service of each member and any other information as the board of trustees may
require at such times as the board of trustees may require.

[ 2007, c. 491, §18 (AMD) .]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 127th Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2016. The text is subject to
change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes
Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goal
is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public.
If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
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